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A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  
for July

Heavenly Father,
You are the source of wisdom and grace, 

the author of human freedom and creativity.

We thank you for these gifts, and ask that you 

teach us to be good stewards of our creative spirits.

As we immerse ourselves in this summer season,

show us how to slow down a bit, quiet ourselves,

and learn the art of re-creation,

reflection and relaxation.

Encourage us to “power down” so that we might 

recharge and re-energize our minds, bodies and spirits

for the journey ahead of us.

Help us never to be too busy to pause 

and realize your gracious presence all around us:

in nature, in other people, in ourselves.

Slow us down and teach us to be better stewards 

of our time of recreation.

We pray this in Jesus’ name.

Amen

Pope Francis is urging Catholics across the globe to make a 
radical shift in their outlook on life and become “Missionary 
Disciples.” The pontiff maintains that only by making this 
radical turn toward an “evangelizing” way of life can we 
truly experience the joy and peace of Christ Jesus. It is 
this way of life that the family known as the International 
Catholic Stewardship Council will explore at its 56th annual 
conference to be held in Nashville, Tennessee, from October 
28 to 31, 2018. 

What’s “new” about a concept which has always been the 
core mission of the Church? We are receiving a “wake up” call 
from the Holy Father, reminding us of the urgent need to reach 
out and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Good stewards are 
natural evangelizers and understand the need to share their 
faith with others. In their pastoral letter on stewardship, the 
United States bishops wrote: 

Every member of the Church is called to evangelize, and the 
practice of authentic Christian stewardship inevitably leads to 
evangelization. As stewards of the mysteries of God (cf. 1 Cor. 
4:1), people desire to tell others about them and about the light 
they shed on human life, to share the graces and gifts they have 
received from God, especially knowledge of Christ Jesus. 

Every member of the Church is called to evangelize. 
But how do Catholics answer that call? First, as Catholic 
Christians we need to be mindful of the renewal of our own 
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Baptismal promises at Easter and 
educate ourselves in our faith. Good 
stewards understand the need for 
ongoing formation and catechesis in 
their ever-deepening relationship with 
Christ. Secondly, we must never forget 
the witness value of our own lives. 
Through our everyday actions, lived in 
Christ, we give the world the clearest 
sign of God’s presence among us and 
within the Church. Third, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, we must proclaim the Good 
News in words. In his 1975 pastoral 
letter, On Evangelization in the Modern 
World (Evangelii Nuntiandi), Pope Paul 
VI stressed the importance of not only 

living in Christ, but SPEAKING about 
our life in Christ with others. We must 
summon the courage to invite others to 
join us in our relationship with Christ. 
This includes other Catholics, and those 
who no longer practice their Catholic 
faith. Fourth, we must be willing to 
dialogue in a spirit of love and respect. 
We must listen with tolerance to others’ 
disbelief, doubts, pain and suffering. 
Our sharing of the Gospel should not be 
demanding or coercive. The sole desire 
of authentic evangelizers is to bestow 
freely with patience and love what they 
themselves have freely received. 

Just before he ascended into 
heaven, Jesus gave this mandate: “Go 
into the whole world and proclaim the 
Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 
Evangelization is not an option. It is 
part of our Baptismal commitment and 
it goes to the very heart of our faith. 
Exercising good stewardship of the 
Gospel implies the willingness to share 
it with others. We hope you will join 
us in Nashville as we continue in our 
quest to become Missionary Disciples: 
Stewards of the Gospel.
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Evangelization is not an 
option. It is part of our 
Baptismal commitment  
and it goes to the very  

heart of our faith.

1. Invite a single friend over for a meal.

2. Turn off the TV, phone, and computer, and spend an hour devoted to 
someone you love. 

3. Attend an extra Mass on a weekday this month.

4. Abstain from something you like – meat, a latte, a cold drink – on 
Fridays and save the money for a charity.

5. Take your rosary with you for an early morning walk.

6. Recycle more.

7. Think of a charity which is amply blessed at Christmas. Remember it 
with a gift mid-year.

8. Each day, say a prayer for one of the world’s trouble spots.

9. Surprise an old friend with a phone call.

10. Buy or pick a flower for someone without a “reason”.

11. Take your family to a farmer’s market if in season.

12. Stop for a moment during your busy day and enjoy an ice cream  
  cone or other favorite treat.

13. If you hear a great homily, tell the homilist.

14. Splurge on some produce and buy enough to share with someone  
  in need.

15. On occasion, try turning your prayer before meals into a 
spontaneous prayer of thanks, using your own words.

Fifteen Random Stewardship  
Ideas for the Month of July



The Spirituality of Stewardship: A Process of Conversion

Recently, I have found myself in 
conversation with leaders who truly 
grasp the responsibility of leading 
others to embrace stewardship as a 
deeply spiritual way of life. As one 
noted, “It is one thing to take the call 
to live and grow as a steward to heart 
in my own life. It is quite something 
else to lead others to put stewardship 
into practice.” Stewardship requires 
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an ongoing process of conversion. 
This is true in our own lives, and in 
the life of our parish or diocese and 
involves four inter-related steps (see 
United States bishops’ pastoral letter, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response 
(USCCB Publishing, Washington, 
D.C. (quotations are cited in the tenth 
anniversary edition, 2002)):

1. Commitment. Living as disciples 
requires us to make a “conscious, 
firm decision, carried out in action, 
to be followers of Jesus Christ no 
matter the cost to themselves.” 
(Stewardship, p. 5).  As stewardship 
leaders, we grow in our own 
commitment to Christ and invite 
others to do so as well. Our 
commitment as Christians becomes 
the vision and purpose for our lives.

2. Call. Disciples answer the call of 
the Lord in their daily lives. Jesus 
does not only call once, but over 
and over, throughout the course of 
our lives. This truly is life-changing! 
When people grasp that they are 
called to carry out Christ’s mission 
in the world, their lives take on new 
and greater meaning.

3. Discernment. Discernment is 
more than simply deciding to 
do something. It is a process of 
prayerfully aligning our heart and 
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life with God, recognizing our 
many blessings, and responding 
out of gratitude by sharing the 
gifts that have been entrusted to 
us. Discernment is sometimes 
a straight-forward process of 
doing what we know is right, but 
often needs and benefits from 
the companionship of others, as 
we listen for and respond to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.

4. Action. It is not enough to know 
ourselves as Christ’s people and to 
become attentive to the Lord’s call. 
“This commitment is expressed not 
in a single action, nor even in a 
number of actions over a period of 
time, but in an entire way of life…” 
(Stewardship, p. 5).

From my perspective, this 
conversion process is about having 
a vision of ourselves and our faith 
communities as disciples and stewards 
firmly in mind and moving more 
toward the vision every step of the 
way. Over the next few months, we 
will explore the implication of this 
process more extensively.

Continued from page 3

Discernment is more than 
simply deciding to do 

something. It is a process of 
prayerfully aligning our heart 

and life with God, recognizing 
our many blessings, and 

responding out of gratitude.

Saint Benedict, the father of 
Western monasticism, is considered 
a model of Christian stewardship. 
He authored the famous Rule of 
St. Benedict, a handbook of daily 
Christian living that emphasizes 
exercising stewardship over prayer, 
work, and community.

Born in central Italy in the town of 
Nursia around 480, Benedict studied 
in Rome as a young man. He was so 
distressed by the chaos and incivility 
he found there that he left the city and 
traveled to Subiaco, Italy to become 
a hermit. He soon attracted followers 
who wanted to join him in his simple 
way of living; imitating his style of 
prayer and work while respecting the 
rhythms of the day. Benedict stayed 
there for 25 years before taking a small group of his monks to Monte Cassino, 
near Naples, where he wrote the final version of his Rule.

The Rule of St. Benedict started a simple, spiritual tradition that exists to 
this day. It was meant to “…establish a school for the Lord’s service.” It is a set 
of Christian principles around which the members of the community were to 
organize their daily lives, focusing on the most important Christian values that 
would direct their daily actions and help them cultivate habits that would ensure 
good stewardship of their physical, emotional and spiritual well-being.

A hallmark of Christian stewardship is hospitality, making room for others. 
St. Benedict found this aspect of the Christian life especially important for his 
communities. In his Rule, St. Benedict writes:

“Let all guests who arrive be received like Christ, for he is going to say: ‘I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me (Mt. 25:35).’ ‘And to all let due honor be 
shown, especially to those who share our faith’ (Gal. 6:10) and to pilgrims…
In welcoming the poor and pilgrims the greatest care and solicitude should 
be shown, because it is especially in them that Christ is received” (Rule of St. 
Benedict 53:1-2, 15).

The Rule of St. Benedict was meant to stand on the shoulders of the Gospels 
and many spiritual writers throughout the ages attest to its transforming power 
to change lives. It teaches the principles of stewardship, shows one how to live 
in a way that is uniquely countercultural and invites its adherents to enter into a 
deeper and more joyful relationship with the Lord.

St. Benedict died in approximately 550. He is the patron saint of monks 
and farm workers. In 1964 Pope Paul VI declared him to be the patron saint of 
Europe. His feast day is July 11.

He soon attracted followers who wanted to join him in his 
simple way of living; imitating his style of prayer and work 

while respecting the rhythms of the day.

STEWARDSHIP SAINT for July



A Biblical Stewardship Principle: 
Everything We Have is a Gift from God

ICSC 2018 Parish 
Stewardship Award 

Information 

Has your parish developed 
stewardship materials that  

would help others?

Did your committee work hard 
on resources you are proud of? 

Please consider applying for  
one or more ICSC Parish 

Awards in 2018. 

Parishes at all stages of the 
stewardship journey are 
encouraged to apply! 

Entries will be judged by 
members of the ICSC Parish 
Stewardship Education and 

Services Committee. 

Application Deadline is  
extended to 

July 31. 
 All applicants will be contacted 

by August 31. 

Additional information, list of 
awards and entry forms are 

available on the ICSC website, 
http://catholicstewardship.com/

stewardship-awards/  

Important Notice for  
all ICSC Parish Members!

By Rev. Joseph Creedon (Part 3 in a series)

The biblical notion of stewardship is rooted in a concept that is difficult for us 
inhabitants of the 21st century to accept – God is the owner of everything! In 
Genesis 2:15, we are given the roots of stewardship, “…God took the man and 
settled him in the garden of Eden to cultivate and take care of it” (The New 
Jerusalem Bible). God made the earth; God made Adam and Eve. Then he 
loaned the world to them so that they could care for it. Adam and Eve are the 
first stewards of creation. Their eating of the forbidden fruit has many meanings 
but one meaning is certainly that they tried to make themselves gods. They 
wanted to “own” what was “loaned” to them as gift for safekeeping. We have 
been repeating their sin ever since.

The biblical concept of a jubilee year, every fifty years, as explained in 
Leviticus 25 makes it clear that everything belongs to God and is merely loaned 
to us as tenants, trustees or stewards. Debts were forgiven and land was returned 
to its original owner to serve as a reminder that God, not we, owns the land. 
The Old Testament concept of the tithe was likewise a reminder that God owns 
everything and it is merely loaned to us.

The concept of stewardship next 
appears in the earliest New Testament 
writings. Saint Paul, in his first letter 
to the Corinthians, offers powerful 
witness to his vision of stewardship, 
“People should think of us as Christ’s 

servants, stewards entrusted with the mysteries of God. In such a matter, what is 
expected of stewards is that each one should be found trustworthy” (1 Cor. 4:1-
2). Paul sees all believers as “stewards entrusted with the mysteries of God.” I 
don’t know about you but I find that job description for believers to be both awe 
inspiring and frightening. It is a concept that will require much meditation and 
even more commitment on our part.

Saint Peter continues the notion of stewardship:
Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good stewards 

responsible for all these varied graces of God, put it at the service of 
others. If anyone is a speaker, let it be as the words of God, if anyone 
serves, let it be as in strength granted by God; so that in everything God 
may receive the glory, through Jesus Christ, since to him alone belong 
all glory and power for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:10-11). 
I hope you are beginning to understand the challenge of stewardship as a 

spirituality. It is rooted in the Bible and based on the principle that everything we 
have is a gift from God.

Saint Paul sees all believers 
as “stewards entrusted with 
the mysteries of God.” I don’t 
know about you but I find that 
job description for believers 
to be both awe inspiring and 
frightening.

http://catholicstewardship.com/stewardship-awards/


Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Weekend of June 30/July 1, 2018

In today’s second reading, St. Paul offers the community 
at Corinth a spirituality of giving. He urges them to give 
and maintains that through their generosity, they will in 
turn be given in return much spiritual abundance. They 
will receive from those who are the beneficiaries of their 
own giving; a reciprocal gift that amounts to an equality 
of giving, made possible through the generous mediation 
of Christ himself. This is an excellent reading for reflecting 
on the spirituality of giving. This week, take time to reflect 
on the ways you might discover a deeper joy in Jesus 
Christ because of your own generosity toward others.

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Weekend of July 7/8, 2018

Today’s Gospel reveals Jesus as being amazed that the 
people in his hometown of Nazareth do not accept his 
teaching and ministry; he is taken aback by their lack of 
faith (Mk 6:6). Good stewards recognize and participate 
in Christ’s teaching, reconciling and healing presence in 
their community. Are we good stewards of our family of 
faith? Do we value and support the ministries that take 
place in Christ’s name? Are we attentive to the movement 
of the Holy Spirit in our parish and encourage those who 
work to enhance our life of faith?

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Weekend of July 14/15, 2018

In his letter to the Ephesian community, St. Paul teaches 
that God, the Father, has established a divine plan to 

bring all of creation to Christ and that He has blessed 
us with the divine gifts to help implement that plan. 
Christian stewards know what their gifts are and remain 
committed to using them in the service of the Lord. Do 
we know what our gifts are? Do we believe that God has 
given us these gifts? Are we committed to using our gifts 
to serve the Lord?

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Weekend of July 21/22, 2018

In today’s second reading, St. Paul reminds us that Christ 
is creating a new world order: one that brings about 
relationships based on love, peace, reconciliation, 
hope and unity. As a Eucharistic community, we are 
stewards of Christ’s new creation. How are we promoting 
peace and reconciliation in our own lives? How are we 
showing love for our neighbors? What are we doing to 
encourage unity and understanding among those with 
whom we gather around the Lord’s Table each week?

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Weekend July 28/29, 2018

The story of the multiplication of the loaves and the 
fishes is a familiar one, and has many lessons, not least 
of which is how our willingness to share who we are and 
what we have - exercising good stewardship - releases 
God’s power and bountifulness on the world and its 
people. Do we realize that there is enough for all if we 
are willing to share? Are we aware that God is at work 
when we share our time, our money and our other 
resources in his name?
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