Place your pledge card in your parish’s offertory and your parish leadership - .
. . . . . www.catholic-foundation.org
team will ensure it is sent to the Diocese. When giving through your parish, e

please make checks payable to “(Parish Name) — Appeal.”
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An invitation from Bishop Fernandes
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Since becoming your Bishop, | have spent a lot of time visiting the parishes throughout
our diocese, meeting the faithful, and trying to understand the realities of life in the
Diocese of Columbus. During these challenging times in the life of our Diocese, difficult
decisions must be made regarding priests, parishes consolidations, and finances.
Rather than look backward at what has happened, | want to look forward in hope to
the promise of what can be when we all come together for the greater glory of God.
Although we have challenges, we also have a bright future. The People of God are
resilient. We do not want to be in this position again. Rather than look back, we want
to move forward. This year’s Appeal is themed “Forward with Jesus.”

The Appeal will support Catholic education and faith-formation initiatives for young
people, including those on college campuses. Dollars raised will also support concrete
outreach to the poor and most vulnerable in our Diocese. The Appeal also supports
and sustains two top priorities: evangelization and vocations. We want to share the
good news of salvation with everyone, through our parishes and outreach ministries,
and to form missionary disciples, religious, and priests, who are heralds of the Gospel.

With your help and God’s grace, we will reach our goal. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration of a gift to The Appeal. Assuring you and your loved ones of my prayers
and blessing, | am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Earl K. Fernandes
Bishop of Columbus

The case for The Appeal 2023:
Your gift matters

All dollars raised to meet the Diocesan Appeal goal of $7,000,000 will fund the
needs of identified Diocesan ministries, programs, and services including:

Evangelization ($2,536,000)

Outreach and formation on college campuses, ministering to individuals’ and
communities’ spiritual needs, marriage preparation, hospital chaplaincy,
and ethnic ministries.

Vocations ($1,593,000)
Priest, deacon, and seminarian education; supporting the cost of formation
for the priesthood and diaconate.

Catholic Education and Tuition Assistance ($1,568,000)
Provides financial aid to families seeking Catholic education for their children,
as well as funding for the education and advocacy of Catholic social teaching.

Social Concerns ($1,303,000)

Helping each other walk the Christian life of charity, justice, and hope
through direct outreach, advocacy, and education through programs like
J.O.I.N., Backdoor Ministry, St. Francis Evangelization Center, Respect Life,
Urban Plunge-style retreats, and the coordination of prison ministries.

We thank you in advance
for your generosity.
Please pray for our

Diocese and the success
of The Appeal supporting
Catholic ministries.

Who benefits from
The Appeal?

How are the Diocesan-wide
goals and the individual
parish goals established?

What if my parish goes
over its goal?

Where does the excess
money go?

What happens if | do

not fulfill my pledge before
the new Appeal year

has started?

The Appeal supports essential ministries, formation, and outreach under the four
pillars of evangelization, vocations, education, and social concerns. Please check
out ColumbusCatholicGiving.org for more information.

Bishop Fernandes collaboratively reviews the updated case for support to determine the
Diocesan financial goal. The new individual parish goal formula considers an equitable
share of the determined Diocesan goal proportionate to a parish’s three-year average
offertory. Parish census is no longer a determining factor.

Parishes that exceed their parish goal will receive 100% of all excess funds. Parish

rebates are issued three times throughout The Appeal year beginning in September.

The Appeal is a ten month campaign that begins in June and ends in March.
While pledge payments are accepted after March, it is suggested that final payments
are made in March to ensure that all money collected is included in calculating the
parish refund amount.
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