Building a Stewardship Parish on Four Pillars
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The four pillars of hospitality, prayer, formation and service invite parishioners to experience, witness
and live the stewardship way of life in response to their baptismal call to discipleship. As a parish
embraces stewardship as a way of life, the members of the stewardship parish recognize their
responsibility not only to their own parish, but also to the diocese, the community and the Universal
Church.

ilality

“When | was a stranger, you welcomed me.” (Mt. 25:35). Jesus Christ teaches that whenever we
welcome one of the least of our sisters and brothers, we welcome Christ Himself. Parishioners of a
stewardship parish seek to see the face of Christ in one another.

Hospitality leads to a sense of ownership among parishioners. This ownership and personal
involvement fosters a sense of “belonging.” When parishioners experience a warm and sincere
welcome, they in turn become open to give themselves to others. The most vibrant stewardship
parishes are those in which parishioners know they are welcomed, which fosters a sense of
ownership and personal involvement in lived stewardship to the parish family.

Dyayer

Prayer and the sacraments dispose a soul to receive God’s abundant graces, which are necessary to

grow in holiness. It is through prayer that we nurture our personal relationship with Father, Son and

Holy Spirit.

In both our personal and communal prayer, we turn toward God to discern properly our talents and
gifts. In a steward’s response, we place those gifts at the service of God and one another. At the
heart of the steward’s prayer is the petition, “Thy Will be done.”
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To know the “stewardship way of life,” does not make one live a “stewardship way of life.”

Formation includes quality education, but the knowledge itself is not enough. Ongoing Catholic
education, (for children and adults), is important if we are to grow in our lives as stewards.
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The pillar of service is an opportunity for the parish to put into concrete practice the other three
pillars mentioned earlier in this document: hospitality, prayer and formation. To say oneiis a
stewardship parish is not enough to make one a stewardship parish. True stewardship parishes
practice all four of these pillars, with Jesus Christ as the model and the foundation from which the
pillars arise.

Excerpts from The Pillars of Parish Stewardship written by the Catholic Diocese of Wichita, Kansas




